The genus Thaparocleidus was erected by Jain in 1952 to accommodate the new species Thaparocleidus wallagonius Jain, 1952 from the gill filaments of the freshwater shark Wallago attu (Siluriformes), collected from Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, India. This genus was synonymized as Silurodiscoides by Gusev (1976) . This genus was again revived as Thaparocleidus by Lim (1996) , representing Silurodiscoides as the junior synonym. The synonyms of genus Thaparocleidus now include Jainius Akhmerov (1964) , Neomurraytrema Tripathi (1959) , Parancylodiscoides (Akhmerov, 1964) Caballero and Bravo-Hollis (1961) , Silurodiscoides Gusev (1976) , and Wallagotrema Tripathi (1959) . The genus Thaparocleidus shows the richest species diversity among the members of the Ancylodiscoididae (Lim et al., 2001 ) infecting silurid fishes.
Thaparocleidus spp. are limited to the freshwater siluriforms and occur rarely in other groups. The genus is characterized by having both pairs of anchors (dorsal anchors usually larger than ventral ones) with roots of variable length, the presence of a patch on the dorsal anchor, complete ventral bar (in some species it has a weak medial part), and the larval type of marginal hooks. To date, 17 nominal species of Thaparocleidus (Table 1) have been described from W. attu in India plus one species, T. kao Lim and Lerssutthichawal (1996) , from the same host in Thailand. The present communication deals with the description of a new species of Thaparocleidus from the gill filaments of W. attu from Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, India.
Specimens were collected from the freshwater shark fish W. attu during 2011 and 2012 from the Ganga River, near Meerut (29°01′N, 77°45′E), Uttar Pradesh, India. The fish were bought from the market, sometimes directly from fishermen, and identified following Froese and Pauly (http://www.fishbase.org/). Helminthes were stained with acetocarmine, dehydrated with ascending grades of alcohol, and mounted in Canada balsam for visualization and measurement of soft internal structures. For the study of sclerotized structures, the specimens were mounted in glycerin. Measurements were made according to the procedure of Gusev (1973) , all in millimeters. The average measurement is followed by ranges given in parentheses. The greatest measurement is given for dimensions of organs and for curved or bent structures; length represents the straight-line distance between extremities. Line drawings were prepared with a camera lucida and microphotographs of specimen slides were taken using an Olympus CH30 microscope fitted with an AxioCam ERc 5s. The comparative measurements are given in Table 2 . The morphotypes used in describing species according to Gusev (1973) (Figure 1a) . Head organs not visible clearly at prohaptor. Above pharynx 2 pairs of eye spots present, made up of melanistic granules, the anterior pair being smaller than the posterior pair. During mounting, these eye spots were found to be dispersed. Pharynx small, muscular, rounded, 0.063 (0.053-0.074). Esophagus short, bifurcation of ceca takes place posterior to pharynx. Crura extend throughout the length of the body and unite posteriorly, anterior to haptor.
The male reproductive system comprises a single testis, vas deferens, and cirrus. Remarks. Thaparocleidus gangus sp. nov. is said to be unique among other species of the genus Thaparocleidus Jain, 1952 . While determining the parasites, it was found that T. gangus sp. nov. shows morphological similarities with 2 congener species of Thaparocleidus, i.e. T. indicus (Kulkarni, 1969 ) Lim, 1996 and T. sudhakari Gusev, 1973 Having carefully looked through all the slides found during investigation of helminth fauna of W. attu, we determined that T. gangus is different from T. sudhakari and T. indicus. T. gangus (Figure 3a-3c ) differs from T. sudhakari by: 1) size and shape of dorsal patch (in T. sudhakari (Figure 3d ), it is a simple chitinous stick without or with weakly curved surface); 2) in the shape of ventral bar (in T. sudhakari (Figure 3e) , it is V-shaped, narrowed at middle, seems to be a 2-piece bar, each half is S-shaped but present form shows no weakening at the middle of bar, narrowed V-shape); 3) in the shape of accessory piece and cirrus tube (in T. sudhakari (Figure 3f ) cirrus tube is looped or spiral curved). When comparing the present form with T. indicus, it differs in the following characteristics: 1) in shape and large size of dorsal patch (in T. indicus (Figure 3g) , outline is smooth, no curviness is present unlike T. gangus); 2) in slightly different shape of dorsal connective bar (in T. indicus (Figure 3g ) it is slightly concave, thickened at the middle, but the present form has a wavy outline, is stick-shaped with prominent knobbed lateral ends); 3) inconspicuous outer root of ventral anchor (in T. indicus ( Figure 3h ) the outer root is long and twice the length of the inner one); 4) in difference in the size and shape of copulatory complex (in T. indicus (Figure 3i ) cirrus tube is spicula-shaped, length of accessory piece and copulatory tube is almost the same, but T. gangus varies in length of accessory piece and copulatory tube, as the accessory piece is much smaller than the long and straight cirrus tube).
Etymology. The species is named after the River Ganga in India from where the host was collected.
All considerations made above demonstrate that the present form shows characteristic differences with 2 congener species, T. indicus and T. sudhakari. On the basis of these significant morphological differences, the present form is easily accommodated to the new species of genus Thaparocleidus Jain, 1952 as T. gangus.
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